PENNSYLVANIA PROBATE, ESTATES AND
FIDUCIARIES CODE ANNOTATED
Fourth Edition
CORRECTION NOTICE
● On page 5 of the Index, delete the entry for “Health care, advance directive for”
● Subsections (b) and (c) of § 3101 of the Probate, Estates and Fiduciaries Code, PAYMENTS TO
FAMILY AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS of should be replaced with the following. The corrected
material is bold and underlined.
(b) DEPOSIT ACCOUNT. Any bank, savings association, savings and loan association, building and
loan association, credit union or other savings organization, at any time after the death of a
depositor, member or certificate holder, shall pay the amount on deposit or represented by the
certificate, when the total standing to the credit of the decedent in that institution does not exceed
$10,000, to the spouse, any child, the father or mother or any sister or brother (preference being
given in the order named) of the deceased depositor, member or certificate holder, provided that a
receipted funeral bill or an affidavit, executed by a licensed funeral director which sets forth that
satisfactory arrangements for payment of funeral services have been made, is presented. Any bank,
association, credit union or other savings organization making such a payment shall be released
to the same extent as if payment had been made to a duly appointed personal representative of the
decedent and it shall not be required to see to the application hereof. Any person to whom payment
is made shall be answerable therefor to anyone prejudiced by an improper distribution.
(c) PATIENT’S CARE ACCOUNT.—When the decedent was a qualified recipient of medical
assistance from the Department of Public Welfare, the facility in which he was a patient may make
payment of funds, if any, remaining in the patient’s care account, for the decedent’s burial expenses
to a licensed funeral director in an amount not exceeding $10,000 whether or not a personal
representative has been appointed. After the payment of decedent’s burial expenses, the facility
may pay the balance of decedent’s patient’s care account, as long as the payments, including the
payment for burial expenses, does not exceed $10,000, to the spouse, any child, the father or
mother or any sister or brother (preference being given in the order named) of the deceased patient.
Any facility making such a payment shall be released to the same extent as if payment had been
made to a duly appointed personal representative of the decedent and it shall not be required to see
to the application thereof. Any licensed funeral director or other person to whom payment is made
shall be answerable therefor to anyone prejudiced by an improper distribution.

